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DSPL3 News 
Welcome to this month’s DSPL3 News.  I have had the pleasure of reading many 
Case Studies that have been submitted this month by attendees of Protective      
Behaviours, Autism Education Trust, WellComm Speech and Language Screening 
and Makaton training.   It is great to see the impact that the training is having:  

“A very inclusive practice which is fantastic for early years.” Makaton 

“WellComm is a fantastic tool and resource!” WellComm 

“Children feel more comfortable in talking to adults” Protective Behaviours 

“One of the successes we have had from using ideas from the course is a variation 
of the traffic light system.  W has found it difficult to use his words to communicate to 
other adults when he needs help.  He now has a green and red sided disc which is 
with him during the day.  If the green side is showing, this means he is working fine 
and does not need assistance.  When or if that changes, he turns the disc over and 
this is the first step to communicating to us that he needs some help.” Autism         
Education Trust 

SEND INFO VILLAGE 

“The number of organisations represented was excellent. It proved to be a great 
place for families to connect with professionals and see the range of organisations 
available to support their needs.” Participant 

“That everything was in one place that you need as a parent to support your child. 
Free tea and cake was also a nice touch.” Parent 

Many thanks to everyone who completed the online survey about our recent SEND 
Information Village. 

95% of participants and 87% of attendees rated the event as excellent or very good 
with all 100% saying that they would take part in or attend a future similar event.    
87% indicated that it should be an annual event and 13% said it should be every 
other year.  With this in mind we are looking into a suitable date for next year and will 
let you know it as soon as possible. 

We were aware on the day that there was quite a lot of congestion in the central  
area, which we will ensure doesn’t happen next year.  Feedback and our own 
knowledge indicated that the presentations were not as successful as we had hoped,  
therefore next time we will use a separate room for the presentations and ensure the 
schedule is clear to everyone.  The tea and cake was well received, so the baking 
skills of the fantastic cook at Wodson will be used again! 

ChannelMOGO 

ChannelMOGO is a portal for young people, aged 13-19 (up to 25 with a learning 
difficulty and/or disability) who live or go to school in Hertfordshire. It is powered by 
Youth Connexions (part of Hertfordshire County Council's Services for Young     
People) and is one of the ways you can access information on a wide variety of   
services in Herts online. The portal acts as a 'channel' that signposts you to local 
services as well as other useful websites through the buttons on the ChannelMOGO 
pages.  The aim is for you to find what you're looking for quickly and easily and to 
have the most searched local services all in one place, online.. You can find        
everything on there from latest job vacancies to advice drop in centres, travel        
services, youth projects, events and opportunities, music, media, games, performing 
arts and much more.  
When the site was set up, a group of teenagers decided on the name Channel-
MOGO with the MOGO part meaning: Moving On, Greater Opportunities - in       
Hertfordshire. 
Just click here to visit ChannelMOGO. 
 

WATCH THIS SPACE 

 
Our fourth Annual SENCO           
Conference is on Friday 14th   
October 2016.  The focus will be 
on Autism, with sessions on   
symptoms, sensory issues, com-
munication and social interaction.  
Please put the date in your diary 
and further details will be sent in 
due course. 
 
‘DSPL3 WellComm Speech and 
Language Project’ Tranche 7  
training is on Tuesday 17th May.  
An email is being sent out to    
settings this week. 
 
We are just organising a range of 
Parent Training over the Summer 
and Autumn terms - information 
will be sent out as soon as it is 
available.   
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KEEP UP TO DATE WITH 

FACEBOOK 

Like our Facebook Page to be kept up 

to date with all that is  happening in 

the DSPL3 area.  

Click here to go to our page 

‘Delivering Special  Provision Locally 

Area 3—East Herts’. 

Have you heard of the Local Offer?  Do you need advice about an Education, 

Health and Care plan?  

If you have or support a child with special educational needs and disabilities, (SEND) 
or you are a young person with needs, Hertfordshire’s Local Offer website is the 
place to go for information at www.hertsdirect.org/localoffer. 
 
Who is it for? 
• Children and young people with SEND from birth until they are 25 years old 
• Parents, carers and other family members 
• Individuals, groups, professionals and organisations working with children and 
young people, and their families. 
 
How will it help me? 
You will find lots of information and advice about services, available support and  
activities for people living in Hertfordshire. This includes: 

Leisure activities- search for a variety of activities such as sport, youth groups, 
arts events and days out 

Information on the education, health and care plan 
Education 
Details of nurseries, playgroups, childminders, schools and colleges, and how 

you can access support for children and young people with SEND.  
 
We look forward to your feedback and hope you find our Local Offer at 
www.hertsdirect.org/localoffer a helpful hub of information for you.  

 

SEND Support E-Brochure 

To complement the Local Offer, 

DSPL3 is developing an E-Brochure 

of local services that are available to 

support children and young people 

with SEND, their parents and       

professionals who work with them.  It 

will be updated each term so please 

do let us know if there are any      

services missing that should be    

included in the Summer term update.  

It is due to be sent out via email by 

the end of this week. 

LOCAL OFFER 

We welcome your thoughts and suggestions for articles for future issues. Please send 

your comments or suggestions to Kerry Scripps,  dspl3manager@sele.herts.sch.uk 

SEND WORKSTREAMS 

As part of Hertfordshire’s SEND 

strategy, there are workstreams 

currently looking at ten different  

aspects of SEND: 

 Quality SEND Offer 

 Exceptional Needs Funding 

 Behaviour and Alternative           

Provisions 

 Autism 

 Specific Learning Difficulties 

 Speech, Language and            

Communication Needs 

 Special Schools 

 Sensory and Physical Needs 

 Educational Psychology       

Services 

 DSPL Area Groups 

 

For more information, click here. 

AUTISM GOOD PRACTICE AT ANSTEY 

“Anstey First School’s main presenting SEN area is autism. To     

support some children’s difficulties around sensory and              

communication issues, we have created ‘The Cosy’  It was created 

from a former cloakroom which was originally painted bright yellow 

starkly decorated and used only occasionally. We felt a better use of 

this space would be to create a calm multi-use room with sensory 

room principles to suit the needs of our many autistic children. The room was    

painted  a calming blue and part of a wall  painted with black magnetic chalkboard 

paint. ‘The Cosy’ is equipped with lighting that can be changed to suit a pupil and 

there are  several electronic sensory devices that project designs and patterns on 

the wall to help calm or distract. It is used as an intervention room as well as a 

calming space. We use the magnetic wall to create social stories or to express 

emotions and  discuss tricky   situations,  We also included a corner area (see   

photo) with a very large Ikea Leaf and bean bag to create a space where pupils can 

go when they want some time alone or need an area to reduce stimuli. Our space 

has made a huge difference to our pupils and helped them to take control of their 

feelings and give them an outlet when they 

are over stimulated, distressed and       

anxious. We also provide for our pupils who 

are sensory seeking - we keep boxes of 

instruments, fabrics and textures hidden 

under the benches. ‘The Cosy’ also makes 

a gentle space for reading to ‘Crunchie the 

Reading Dog’ who visits our school.”                            

Amy Myers, Headteacher 

                                                                  

We invite all SENCOs and Headteachers to send examples of Autism Good     

Practice to be shared in future DSPL3 Newsletters, just send them to                  

dspl3manager@sele.herts.sch.uk 
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