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DSPL3 News 
Welcome to the November newsletter.  We would like to encourage 
you to take part in two important consultations: 
 
Firstly, Hertfordshire County Council is seeking views on the           
education, health and care assessment and planning experience in 
Hertfordshire.   Please help us develop how we do things in          
Hertfordshire by completing a national survey.  Your views could help 
us make a difference to children now and in the future. Please      
complete the survey online at www.hertsdirect.org/poet  
 
Secondly, there is a consultation on Ofsted and the Care Quality            
Commission’s proposals for inspecting how effectively local areas fulfil 
their responsibilities towards children and young people who are     
disabled and/or have special educational needs. The consultation 
document sets out the principles under which the two inspectorates 
propose to undertake these joint inspections.   Views are being sought 
from those who have an interest in, or expertise relating to disability 
and special educational needs.  They particularly want to hear from 
disabled young people and those who have special educational needs 
and their parents and carers.  A further version of this consultation is 
provided to support the contribution of young people.  Follow this link 
for  further details:  https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/local
-area-send-consultation 

AUTISM REVIEW GROUP (ARG) 

The DSPL3 ARG has met for the first time to start planning how we 

can support schools and settings with the Key Recommendations of 

the review.   

The group is made of a range of stakeholders including Parents,  

SENCOs, Headteachers, PVI Leads and ISL representation.  We  

considered the feedback that SENCOs had provided at the recent 

conference to help us plan our next steps.   

Whilst we are keen to be moving forward,  we aim to do so in a      

considered way that will ensure long term developments and change 

rather than simply ‘tick box’ actions.  We are inviting twenty settings to 

take part in a funded project in the Spring Term to work together to  

review themselves against the Autism Education Trust Standards and 

produce necessary action plans.  If this model proves to be successful 

we plan to roll it out across DSPL3 on a half-termly basis.  An email 

inviting settings to take part in the pilot will be sent to SENCOs soon.  

There will be regular updates about the Autism Review in DSPL3 

News. 

 

 

WATCH THIS SPACE 

Planning is going well for 
our ‘Local SEND Services       
Information Village’ to be 
held at Wodson Park, 
Ware from 1.00 - 5.00 p.m. 
on Tuesday 26th January 
2016. Our December 
Newsletter will be a special 
edition all about the event. 

 
Sensory Attachment  
Training has been         
arranged  for 7th March 
2016.  Priority booking  will 
be given to staff working 
with Children Looked After 
and Adopted Children.   An 
email with details about 
how to apply for the course 
will be sent to schools 
soon. 
 
An Early Years              
Conference focussing on 
Attachment and Nurture is 
currently being planned.  It 
will be presented by Dr. 
Graham Music, Consultant 
Child and Adolescent     
Psychotherapist at The 
Tavistock Centre.    
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NURTURE PROJECT AT WINDHILL21 

‘Windhill21 was fortunate to successfully receive funding from the DSPL3 
Nurture Programme and with that money have started to implement a  
project aimed at focussing on the social and emotional development for 
children - ‘The Thrive Approach’. 

Currently members of staff are undertaking an intense training course 
about ‘what to do’ and ‘how to be’ with children’s differing and sometimes 
challenging behaviour and all members of staff have been introduced 
through a staff meeting to the Thrive concept. As a result of the project 
children will become more self-assured and ready to engage with life and 
learning.  

Based on neuroscience and attachment research, Thrive training provides 
a targeted intervention. All practice is underpinned by 
Thrive-Online, an assessment tool and extensive   
action planning resource that charts progress and 
measures outcomes of which Windill21 is starting to 
see positive results.’ 

Debra Price (Assistant Teacher) & Geraldine Stevens 
(Family Worker) , Windhill21.  

KEEP UP TO DATE 

WITH FACEBOOK 

Like our Facebook Page to be 

kept up to date with all that is  

happening in the DSPL3 area.  

Search for ‘Delivering Special    

Provision Locally Area 3—East 

Herts’. 

 

We welcome your thoughts and suggestions for articles for future issues. 
Please send your comments or suggestions to Kerry Scripps,  
dspl3manager@sele.herts.sch.uk 

WELLCOMM AT LEAPFROGS 
‘After attending the WellComm training we sent  
letters out to parents informing them of the    
screening we would be doing with the children. 
Within our enrolment packs we also enclosed     
letters and information on why we do the screening 
and the importance of it. We screen every child.  
Those showing concerns are given extra support. 
This is done by looking at each level of the child—some who were on the 
same level are put into a group together, whilst others on a  different level 
are given 1:1 support. We look at each area of these children's needs and 
put in place a weekly session time when the children are  given extra  
support through various games and activities to build and develop their 
skills.  

At Leapfrogs Pre-School we have a number of children with speech,    
language and communication delay. Using this tool provides extra support 
to those children.  It has also been very useful for those children who we 
had thought had no issues, but by carrying out this screening it brought to 
our attention some areas that needed to be worked on. 

We found the small group and 1:1 work helped children to learn from 
each other and the adults and to build on not just their Communication 
and Language, but also their Personal, Social and Emotional                
Development’ 

It is popular with the  children as they  enjoy the Big Book  activities, have 
a sense of achievement on completing each task and love the 1:1 adult 
session times.  

Parents report that they are  happy with the way the screening is done. It 
has helped to inform them about the  areas that their child should         
understand at their age and development stage.  The information and  
ideas given to parents about  how they can support their children at home 
has been very useful.’ 

Gail Barrow, Manager                                                                            
Leapfrogs Pre-School and Nursery, Great Hormead . 

DSPL3: A parent’s view 

Why did I get involved as a 
Parent Rep? 

‘It started with wanting to use 
my knowledge (and frustration!) 
in navigating the mainstream 
SEND system experience from 
Nursery to 6th Form, and now 
within Further education.  Add in 
over ten years’ experience as a 
primary school governor with 
responsibility for SEND to     
provide a broader balance and 
understanding of the issues and 
round out those experiences.  
Overall, I am passionate about 
children’s right and their        
parents/carers’ desire for them 
to have access to the best          
opportunities and support to be 
successful in achieving their full  
potential and dreams.’ 

Lesley Calder 

AUTISM FAMILY SUPPORT 

Sandy and Sarah are supporting 
thirty families across East Herts 
and informal feedback is        
extremely positive.  They are 
currently only supporting four 
families with secondary aged 
children, so we do encourage    
secondary SENCOs to ensure 
the information and flier has 
been sent to parents. 
 
If you wish to request their    
support please follow this link:  
https://www.surveymonkey.com/
r/8DPYM73  
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