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DSPL3 News 
WELCOME TO THE FIRST ISSUE OF OUR DSPL3  
NEWSLETTER.   
 
After receiving feedback from you, we are starting a monthly newsletter to keep 
you up to date on what we are doing, and what activities and events you can get 
involved in.  
 
Throughout the year, we will  include stories and insights from children and 
young people, parents and professionals about both DSPL3 initiatives and wider 
SEND issues.   
 
Do you have an idea or success story to share?  Maybe you’ve heard of an up-
coming event that others would be interested in.  Send us your ideas so we can 
help support each other. 
 
Our goal is to send out the newsletter in the last week of the month.  We hope 
you will take a few minutes to read it, and hope you find it interesting, informative 
and most importantly, useful. 
 
We welcome your thoughts and suggestions for articles for future issues. Please 
send your comments or suggestions to Kerry Scripps,  
dspl3manager@sele.herts.sch.uk 
 

SENCO CONFERENCE - 16TH OCTOBER 

We are pleased to announce that our third Annual SENCO Conference is  being 

held at Fanhams Hall on Friday 16th October.  The theme of the day is Anxiety, 

whilst planning is not yet complete  we can confirm the following speakers: 

Managing our Own Anxiety: EP Team (speaker tbc) 

Supporting Parents’ Anxiety: Dr Annie Swanepoel, CAMHS 

Reducing Children’s Anxiety through Mindfulness: Jayne Wright, Herts for 

Learning 

Identifying and Reducing Anxiety in our Colleagues: Mental Health First Aid 

(speaker tbc) 

 

We do hope that many SENCOs are able to join us.  The event is being fully 

funded by DSPL3 and places are being allocated on a first come first served 

basis.   Just follow this link:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/

DSPL3Conference2015 

WATCH THIS SPACE 

We are pleased to  announce 
that we are organising a 
‘Local SEND Services       
Information   Village’ to be 
held at Wodson Park, Ware 
on Tuesday 26th January 
2016. This will be an         
opportunity for parents and  
professionals to come and 
meet a range of support    
service providers and find out 
what they can offer. 

In response to requests from 
settings, dates are currently 
being set for Two Day       
Makaton training.  Watch out 
for the email coming to 
schools and settings soon 
and be sure to apply  quickly 
as places will be allocated on 
a first come first served basis. 
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WHAT IS DSPL? 

Delivering Special Provision Locally 
is a Hertfordshire wide initiative, 
working to improve the range of    
provision and support services    
available for children and young   
people with special educational 
needs and disabilities, aged 0 25. 

It aims to secure a range of provision, 
support services and resources in 
each area that: 

 Meets the needs of children and 
young people with SEND aged   
0-25 as close to home as       
possible 

 Improves outcomes for wellbeing 
and attainment 

 Widens choice for children and 
parents/carers 

 Removes barriers to learning 

 Uses resources effectively. 

Next month find out more about 
DSPL3. 

WELLCOMM SCREENING AND TOOLKIT 

Our rollout of WellComm Speech and Language Screening Toolkit has begun 
very successfully.  Thirty four practitioners from 22 schools and settings have so 
far attended the training sessions, with a further 28  settings due to come on 
board in the Autumn Term.  Our first half termly Network Meeting was well     
received and feedback indicated that those who were trained in May have     
already started to use it with pleasing results.  As with all our funded training and 
initiatives settings are required to submit Case Studies to show impact—so look 
out for feedback from Tranche 1 in our February News.   

Ideal as an initial screening tool, the WellComm Toolkit provides a complete 
speech and language toolkit that can be used by all Early Years practitioners. 
The  WellComm Toolkit is suitable for children aged 6 months to 6 years. The 
toolkit deploys a unique traffic light system that clearly identifies children        
requiring immediate intervention, as well as those who show potential language 
difficulties. The Big Book of Ideas provides practitioners with over 150 bespoke 
intervention activities to meet individual needs as identified through the     
screening process. The activities are designed to be fun, engaging and          
appropriate for use with both individual 
children and groups across the entire age 
range.  The programme is being fully 
funded by DSPL3, which includes the 
Toolkit, initial training and half termly  
Network Meetings facilitated by a Speech 
and Language Therapist. 

All places have now been taken for both 
the Autumn Training dates, but we are 
currently setting dates for Spring 2016.  

PROTECTIVE BEHAVIOURS 

Following our successful Protective Behaviours training in March, when the 
feedback was overwhelmingly positive,  a second tranche of two day training 
has been organised for Mondays 28th September and 5th October 2015. 

In March eighteen attendees representing thirteen settings enjoyed training        
delivered by  Fiona Benjamin from Hertfordshire Protective Behaviours  Service.  
The training helped them to: 

 Recognise the effects of unwritten rules that condition our thinking and be-
haviour 

 Recognise the interrelationship of ‘Feelings, Thoughts and Behaviour’  

 Understand what ‘Feeling Safe’ is  

 Recognise intuitive feelings—early warning signs 

 Understand how to build and maintain a support network 

 Develop strategies to help self and others feel safe 

 Recognise the effect that language has in keeping ourselves and others 
feeling safe.    

Those who attended in March are in the process of completing their end of 
term  Case Studies  so that we have an overview of the success and impact 
of the training. Look out for some of their feedback in a future DSPL3 News. 

If you would like to book a place on the Autumn term training, please follow 
this link:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PBAutumn2015  

NURTURE FUNDING 

Twenty two schools submitted         
successful bids for 2015-2016      
Nurture Funding, with allocations 
ranging from £1000—£15000. 

Many of the projects are around      
increasing the number of Nurture 
Groups that are run each week,       
and developing appropriate inside 
and   outdoor spaces.  We are      
particularly pleased to be able to  
support Layston First School work 
towards Nurture Group accreditation 
as a setting and Windhill21 Primary 
introduce the Thrive Approach in their 
school. 

We have set a date for a Showcase 
Nurture Conference on Thursday 5th 
July 2016 when there will be an      
opportunity for you to come along and 
find out more about how the grants 
have been used and the impact on 
children’s wellbeing. 

Look out for Nurture Project Updates 
as a regular item in DSPL3 News. 

COMPETITION TIME 

Can you think of a better name for our Newsletter than ‘DSPL3 News’? 
Email your suggestions to Kerry Scripps, dspl3manager@sele.herts.sch.uk 
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